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BY MICKEY FURFARI

        MORGANTOWN - West Virginia University isn't the only institution that has dropped men's track and field.
        A few other colleges did the same in recent years. But some of those also have reinstated the sport.
    With that in mind, Mike Mosser hopes the new fund-raising drive to restore both track and cross country at WVU could become something of a pilot program nationally.
    "Hopefully, if we're successful, this will spread throughout the country," the former All-America trackman said. "And that would curb the elimination of college track programs."
       Mosser and others recently organized "Friends of Track and Field" to spearhead fund-raising efforts in West Virginia.
   They would like to sit down with WVU officials, find out how much money would be needed, and attempt to meet that figure.
       Lack of funds was given as the chief reason for discontinuing track and cross country here. But WVU still supports both sports for women.
       "It's too big an issue not to go after it," Mosser reasons.
     Ironically, this is the 100th anniversary of track and field at WVU. But only the women are around to celebrate.
        Marty Pushkin, who recently retired as Mountaineer head coach after 20 years, firmly believes the two sports should be part of the overall program.
     "A lot of Olympic track and field candidates also are football players," he noted. "So it's a good thing for everybody."
"Everything in sports generally starts with running."
   Pushkin said neither James Jett nor Garnet Edwards would have come to WVU to play football if they hadn't had also the opportunity to run in track.
      Those two former standouts excelled in both sports.
     Pushkin ventured, "Some day WVU may run into a great football player who won't come unless he also can compete in track."
       Mosser thinks stemming the demise of men's track and field poses a real threat to the United States' Olympic domination in that sport.
  "College track and cross country programs have been kind of a farm system for the Olympic teams," he said. "Sooner or later, this is going to have an adverse effect on our development program.
        "So we need to rekindle support nationally - not just in West Virginia."

        The Greater Morgantown Community Trust, Inc., a non-profit corporation, is accepting contributions. Its address is 344 High St., P.O. Box 409, Morgantown, 26507.
